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If you are interested in adding animations to your project, there are several different types of 
animation platforms on the market: those for professional animators and those for everyone 
else. This review will cover online animation video makers, which are designed for people who 
don’t have the time and/or know-how to animate from scratch. The online component means the 
editing happens within the website and there’s no software to download. 
 
Animation video makers enable users to produce professional videos without the animation 
studio. These animation makers are used for many purposes, such as promotions, tutorials, 
explainers, or to simply make presentations pop. Videos are created using a collection of pre-
animated characters and objects that you drag and drop onto a template or backdrop.  

This review will compare two popular online animation makers: Animaker and PowToon. 
Animaker and PowToon are compared using three main categories: pricing and plans, features, 
and ease of use. 

Pricing and Plans 
Users can access animation makers by paying monthly fees. The cost depends on the specific 
plan selected, as each plan has a range of different benefits and options. Typically, the most 
expensive plans offer HD video and access to a larger library of features and assets. 

Animaker and PowToon offer pricing and plans to fit a wide variety of user needs, including free 
access but with very limited features. 

Animaker 
The free version of Animaker is limited to the following attributes: 

• SD video quality 
• Videos up to 2 mins in length 
• Exports to YouTube only 
• Five exports a month 
• No downloads 

Those who find the free version to be too limiting can purchase one of the pro plans, which 
range from $12–$49 per month. Also, Animaker offers plans for educators and agencies; 
however, you will need to contact Animaker directly for further information and pricing. See 
Animaker’s website for more details. 

PowToon:  
The free version of PowToon is limited to the following attributes:  

• SD video quality 
• Videos up to 5 mins in length 
• Exports to YouTube and Vimeo only 
• Unlimited exports 
• No downloads 

Animaker vs. PowToon 
Comparison and Review 

https://www.animaker.com/pricing


Pro plans range from $19–$59. Additionally, PowToon offers discounted plans for enterprise, 
educators, and student. For more information and pricing, visit the PowToon website. 

Winner: PowToon (slightly) 
Both companies offer a wide variety of plans and features — way too many to cover in this 
review. Instead, let’s focus on the least expensive plan and the free version. As you can see 
from the table below, PowToon’s free and Pro plan provide more features than Animaker. For 
example, the free version of Animaker only allows up to two minutes of video and five exports to 
YouTube; whereas, PowToon offers up to five minutes of video length and unlimited exports. 
While the least expensive plan from Animaker is cheaper than PowToon, for five dollars more a 
month, users get HD quality videos up to fifteen minutes in length — features worth the extra 
money. For these reasons, PowToon comes out ahead by a hair. 

Features 
Animaker and PowToon both feature an extensive library of features and assets: 

• Backgrounds 
• Voice recording 
• Animated graphs 
• Project templates 
• Royalty free music 
• Slide and asset transitions 
• Upload images and sound files 
• Animated characters, objects, and graphs 

While both animation makers offer similar features, there are some differences that distinguish 
them. 

Comparison Chart:  Free plans and most affordable plans

Animaker Free PowToon  Free Animaker Personal PowToon Pro

FREE FREE $12 per month* $19 per month

2 mins length 5 mins length 5 mins length 15 mins length

5 exports a month Export unlimited 20 exports a month Export unlimited

SD quality SD quality SD quality HD quality

No downloads No downloads Download Download

Limited assets Limited assets More assets More assets

Watermark Watermark Watermark removed Watermark removed

*Same plan is also offered at $9 per month/billed annually

https://www.powtoon.com/pricing/


Animaker 
There are three features that differentiate Animaker from PowToon:  

• Multimove enables characters and objects to move to multiple locations on one frame. 

• Character Record enables users to layer a character’s actions and expressions in just one 
slide, so it looks like the character has a range of emotions. 

• Camera Pan uses frames to pan in and out to draw the viewer into the action. 

PowToon 
On the other hand, PowToon has its own set of features that help it compete with Animaker:  

• Character library is much larger than Animaker, and it’s organized by specific styles, such 
as professional, cartoon, whiteboard, etc. 

• Template library is also much larger than Animaker, and there is a template for almost 
every possible purpose.  

• Storyboarding enables users to quickly design videos by viewing all of their frames on one 
screen, where they can easily swap out templates from PowToon’s extensive library. 

Winner: Tie 
PowToon and Animaker have very similar features, and their small differences are not enough to 
tip the scale in either direction. In the end, it comes down to the needs of the user: for those who 
want more control over the movements of the characters, then Animaker is the winner. For 
those who want an extensive collection of characters and themes and an option for 
storyboarding their video, then PowToon is the winner. 

Ease of Use 
Both Animaker and PowToon have interfaces that are very easy to use and navigate. Their 
interfaces use drag and drop, rotate, resize and swap to manipulate assets (i.e., objects and 
characters). Both use a timeline to enable users to control movements, entrances, and exits of 
assets. And if you get stuck, both offer tutorials to help you build your first video. The only thing 
left to discuss is which one is the most intuitive? 

Animaker 
For the most part, Animaker’s and PowToon’s 
interfaces are almost too similar to compare. 
Where they feel even slightly different is with  
their timelines and the transitions of assets. 
Animaker’s timeline is easier to manipulate:  
just click on the asset pictured in the timeline  
and control when it appears and disappears  
from frame. 

Animaker



PowToon 
PowToon’s timeline took a bit more time to  
learn, particularly when configuring an assets 
entrances and exits on frame, which requires  
a few more clicks than Animaker. However, 
adding and customizing asset transitions is  
easy to do right in the timeline, whereas 
Animaker’s transitions are less intuitive, 
because they are controlled in a separate  
menu. 

Winner: Tie 
Another tie between Animaker and PowToon. Both plat-forms are  
very easy to use and are just too similar to compare in this category. 

The Bottom Line 
When it comes to prices and plans, specifically the free and least expensive plans, PowToon 
has a slight advantage over Animaker. But when it comes to features and ease of use, both are 
very similar but with just a few small differences between them. At this stage, the best option 
really comes down to the features. Which features are the best, really depends on your project’s 
needs. If having more control over a character’s actions and movements is most important, then 
Animaker is the best option. If having more choices when it comes to characters, assets, and 
templates is most important, then PowToon is the best option.  
 
Anyway you slice it, Animaker and PowToon are excellent platforms for building engaging 
animated videos in a snap. 

PowToon


